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General Content 
Advanced Level Music is a dynamic, broad-based academic study recognised by universities as offering 
a unique range of universal skills. 
 

The course covers: Aural perception, Performing, Musical Techniques/Composition, Musical History and 
Analysis. The study of Music at this level therefore gives students the opportunity to develop their skills as 
a performer and composer, as well as helping them to gain a thorough understanding of the background 
of compositional styles, techniques and genres.   

Skills 

Throughout the course, a wide range of musical and personal skills will be 
called upon in the context of composition, performance, and especially in 
listening and appraising.  Students wishing to pursue Advanced Music 
should be competent performers capable of achieving at least a standard of 
Grade VI by the end of the course. Those who have not studied Music to 
GCSE level should produce evidence of a sound grounding in musical 
principles (e.g. Grade V ABRSM Theory). 

Methods of Assessment 
Assessment for Advanced Level Music will be carried out through a recital performance, a range of 
composition exercises and coursework composition tasks, including writing music to a brief. An 
examination is set to assess aural perception, musical history and analysis. 

Key features of Study 
The study of Music at Advanced Level is centred upon performance, so this forms 
an important part of the candidate’s on-going study, and it is expected that 
musicians will be working regularly with a tutor to this end. However, the work for 
this subject also includes a good deal of listening, studying scores and answering 
questions on the historical and stylistic context of music. The ability to write 
cohesively about musical elements and processes is therefore an important 
aspect of the course. In addition, music software may be used to help students 
create, produce and notate their compositions. 

Work-load & types of work 
Students will be given regular assignments in the composition and analysis components. In addition to 
this, they are expected to make continuing progress in their instrumental studies.  Candidates will also be 
encouraged to take leading roles in school ensembles. 

Career Connections 
Study of Music at Advanced Level can lead in many different 
directions towards further study at University or Music College, or 
into the world of work. This subject is a requirement for entry to 
read Music at a Higher Education institute. The Music staff will be 
pleased to advise on the opportunities available post ‘A’ Level. 

 


