
Page 7 of 45 
 

ARCHAEOLOGY (AQA) – subject to availability 

 

Please note that this is an enrichment subject and cannot be chosen as part of 
a student’s core programme. 

Subject specific entry requirements: TBC 

General Content  
The History Department offers AS Archaeology as an additional qualification. This is a two-year course is 
taught by Mr. Powell at Poole Grammar School between 3.30 and 5.00pm every Tuesday evening.  
 

The Course Description and Specification is available from AQA – Course Code. 
 

First Year 2017-18 
Section A: Archaeology in Practice – Formation of Sites, Discovery and Survey, Excavation, Post-
excavation Analysis, Dating and Interpretation of evidence. 
 
Second Year 2018-19 
Section B: Themes in World Archaeology: Depth Studies: Ice Age Settlement of Central and Western 
Europe – Rock shelters, Cave Art, Adaptation of Humans to Post-ice Europe and the creation of the 
Mesolithic.  
 
Section C: Themes in World Archaeology: Breadth Studies: Religion and Ritual in prehistoric Europe 

Skills 
Archaeology incorporates a wide array of skills and students will learn about the techniques and methods of 
archaeology and then specialize in one period of the past investigating religion and ritual. An ability to 
interpret graphs, evidence and draw together theories to explain patterns of evidence. 

Methods of Assessment 
The assessment system at AS will consist of one examination. 

Key Features of Study 
Examination of evidence from sites, some practical reconstructive archaeology.   

Aptitudes required 
An ability to use a wide variety of evidence: artefactual, written, statistical and cartographical. The course 
requires no fieldwork, but clearly an interest in fieldwork and excavation would be useful.  

Work-load and types of work 
Candidates should be aware that because of the limited teaching time available they will be required to 
work hard between lessons if they are to successfully complete the course. Consequently the course 
should not be entered into casually and the department reserves the right to remove candidates who fail to 
meet up with the requirements as it would in any other AS level course.   

Career connections 
Archaeologists have to read, examine evidence, evaluate sources, understand different viewpoints and 
reach firm but objective conclusions based on solid evidence.  Apart from careers obviously specific to 
Archaeology, these attributes are valuable for management, the Civil Service, law, accountancy, or any 
profession where it is necessary to sift and analyse facts, weigh up their significance and develop 
arguments. It can be studied at university on its own or in combination with a number of subjects.  


