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ART (Edexcel)  

Subject specific entry requirements: Art B 

General Content 

The new A Level examination consists of mainly painting and drawing work, driven by critical study.  It is 
made up of Component 1 and 2.  Component 1 is a ‘Personal Investigation’ which consists of practical work 
and a personal study. The second component is the Externally Set Assignment which culminates in a 
controlled assessment of 15 hours, supported by preparatory studies.  
 
So, the units for each level cover two aspects:  

 practical work with a related, illustrated critical study;  

 a fifteen hour examination at the end of the second term of the second year of study. 
 

A work journal is a requirement for each unit. The journal documents:  

 progress and development of drawing/painting technique and use of media 

 research on art and artists 

 the development of ideas  

 an evaluation of practical work. 
 

Skills 

Throughout the course you will be expected to maintain a high level of visual enquiry by working from direct 
observation or using secondary material to develop individual, documented responses to the specification. 

Methods of Assessment 
Assessment is based on the Assessment Matrix. This documents sets out four assessment objectives with 
a set number of marks for each strand. You will be expected to select and organise information, record 
observations, respond to work from other times and cultures, analyse and evaluate sources, develop ideas, 
select and use materials, realise intentions and articulate and explain the connections between your work 
and that of other artists.  These marks and criteria are used for the two components and you will have to 
work to this criteria to gain certification for A level. 

Key Features of Study 
Five visits to London museums and galleries and one trip abroad enable candidates to gather vital source 
material that is the core of an A Level Art course.  Visual enquiry, critical study and the ability to review and 
evaluate your work are the key study skills. 

Aptitudes required 

You should enjoy using drawing and painting, photography and perhaps computer imaging to observe, 
organise and to collect visual information to make paintings and perhaps some three-dimensional work. 
The ability to produce coherent written criticism and personal comment on your progress is also important. 

Work-load and types of work 
Regular work in lessons and particularly at home is necessary to complete the course.  Private study time 
spent in the Art Room is also a desirable practice to ensure that your coursework is as complete as 
possible.  There are specific deadlines for each Component and the units of study within them. 

Career connections 
Every year a high proportion of sixth form students who have completed the A Level Art course leave to 
begin new courses at their chosen Art School; some choose to study on the Foundation Course at the Arts 
University. This one-year course leads to numerous design and fine art based degrees.  Architecture is also 
a popular option for Maths and Physics candidates. 


