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ECONOMICS (AQA)  
 

Subject specific entry requirements: English 6 & Mathematics 6 

General content: 
 

A level: 
From 2015 the structure of A-levels changed; previously the AS level would have counted to the overall A-
level this is no longer the case.  The AQA specification is followed for the A-level; this is a two year course 
with a final exam at the end. The focus of teaching and learning is directed entirely to this outcome and so 
the stand alone qualification AS will not be available. The course is split into two elements: a micro-economic 
part ‘individuals, firms, markets and market failure’ and a macro-economic part ‘the national and international 
economy’. 
  

Methods of assessment 
The A-level is assessed by three 2 hour papers which will involve detailed data responses and essays. In the 
third unit ‘Economic principles and issues’ there will also be some multiple choice questions.   

Key features of study 
Students will investigate a variety of sources, including books, newspapers and the internet to access data 
for analysis.  Work will involve discussion of implications of research findings, followed by formulation of short 
written answers, essays and presentations. One of the key elements in the approach will be deep learning 
through extensive wider reading. This promotes opportunities to succeed at Oxbridge and Russell Group 
universities through both attainment of A*s and a record of demonstrable interest in the subject. The removal 
of an AS paper at the end of year 12 will allow the students to develop a deeper understanding of the subject 
without the need to prepare constantly for examinations.   

Skills 
The subject requires both verbal and numerate skills: students will be developing ideas in essay form, but 
also analysis and interpretation of numerical data in various forms is required.  A strong grasp of mathematical 
concepts is needed to be fully successful in this subject: examples would include the role of a function on a 
variable, manipulation of numbers and algebra, interpretation of statistics in graphical and tabular form, an 
ability to apply marginal analysis across a range of contexts. 
 
For those not continuing with Mathematics alongside Economics they must consider the suitability 
of their A-levels for matriculating onto a good Economics degree. Whilst an Economics A-level is 
seldom a requirement, Mathematics at A-levels usually is for a Russell Group university or a 
university of equivalent standard.   

Aptitudes required 
An interest in current affairs and in global issues provides the starting point for the study of this subject.  
Economics looks at the theories which provide an understanding of many of the contributory factors in current 
affairs – the tensions between aspirations, needs and resources, at individual, national and international 
levels.  You will need to be interested in forming arguments on economic issues (e.g. desire for better services 
versus resistance to increased taxation) from wide background reading and research.  This is a complex and 
challenging subject that rewards effective study skills. Extensive support is provided to all levels however 
there is a clear emphasis on the continued attainment of A*s in this subject at Poole Grammar School which 
directly helps achieve matriculation to outstanding institutions of Higher Education.  
 
In short students must fully embrace the opportunity to extend their life choices by a committed approach to 
the subject to enjoy fully the benefits of studying this subject. 
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Work-load and types of work 
Work will focus on and develop skills required for analysis of data and writing essays. At least one essay/data 
response/exercise will be set per fortnight although generally one a week. There will be the opportunity for 
other activities including debates discussions etc. 
 
Appointments will be made in addition to lesson time to ensure individual progress is maintained. Students 
are expected to be reading, watching and listening about Economics. These subject based tutorials will form 
an important part of subject references for UCAS as well as evidence for personal statements.        

Career connections 
It is expected that most students choosing Economics will be seeking to continue their careers into full time 
HE. A degree in Economics, Economics/Statistics or Economics and Maths can be a useful starting point for 
careers in the world of finance, banking and business, etc. Indeed the students who will join this subject at 
Poole Grammar School will be walking in the footsteps of the many successful students who have gone 
before. Our alumni have subsequently studied Economics (or mathematics in combination with Economics) 
at: Oxford, Cambridge, LSE, UCL, Warwick amongst other universities. After university many have also gone 
onto work for financial institutions such as hedge funds and banks. 
 
A number of students have gone onto study Politics, Philosophy and Economics as well as Philosophy and 
Economics and qualifying degrees in Law at universities including Oxford, Exeter, Cambridge and Bristol.   
 
Advice about the suitability of Economics for Russell Group universities can be found in this document: 
 
http://russellgroup.ac.uk/media/5320/informedchoices-latest-rgsecured.pdf 
 
Note the advice on Page 27:  
 
‘ESSENTIAL ADVANCED QUALIFICATIONS 
Usually Mathematics. 
 
USEFUL ADVANCED QUALIFIACTIONS 
Economics, Computing/Computer Science, History, Business Studies’ 
 
If s student decides against choosing Economics at A-level they may still apply to study it at university but 
they will ‘usually’ require Mathematics. 
 
If the above raises any further questions please do not hesitate to contact me at: 
roundi@poolegrammar.com 
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