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ENGLISH LANGUAGE (EDEXCEL) 

Subject specific entry requirements: English Lang. 6 & English Lit. 6 

General Information 
This course appeals to anyone who enjoys using words, thinking about the way language works, and about 
the way it varies and changes. It will develop your own language skills, and help you to understand and to 
investigate why people talk and write the way they do. 
 
Although the course requires some of the skills learnt during your Key Stage 3 and GCSE years, most of it 
is completely new. It is an excellent preparation for students wishing to study a broad range of subjects at 
university, and can be studied in conjunction with an English Literature A-Level, where the analytical 
techniques taught in Language can be put to good use. It will give students a wider view of the cultural 
variations in the language and teach them to analyse its structure and express themselves clearly and 
accurately both in speaking and writing. 

Skills 
Students will develop a critical insight into language usage through gaining an understanding of how it works 
and the forces that shape it.  A variety of types of spoken language are examined, as are gender divisions 
and the importance of etymology in understanding the social context and conventions of our culture. An 
interest in history and its impact on the linguistics of the country is vital. 
 

Key Features of Study 
Scrutiny and analysis through discussion and written work are at the core of the course.  There will be 
opportunities for reading, writing and discussion, including comparisons and evaluations. It is highly 
recommended that time is spent interacting and studying language through visits to nurseries or primary 
schools to observe language acquisition. This can be undertaken in enrichment time. 
. 

Aptitudes required 
An interest in reading and an interest in words themselves is essential.  A readiness to read widely is required.  
The course is, in many ways, closer to a social science and students should be prepared to offer ideas, and 
be able both to challenge others and respond constructively to challenges. It may be of interest to those 
studying psychology, history, French, sociology and RP as there are clear links and overlaps with these 
subjects. 

Work-load and types of work 
Students will be required to supplement discussion and analysis work in lessons by constructive use of 
private study time and by completing work at home. Students are required to write analytical essays, 
produce their own examples of types of writing, research theorists and case studies as well as undertake 
wider reading. The student handbook is helpful in suggesting ways to organise study and also contains 
reading lists for wider reading. 
 

Careers connections 
An advanced understanding of how the English language works will be of use in almost any career, 
whether that career involves the reading and understanding of materials, or the production of specialist 
documents.  It could, of course, be particularly useful for careers in areas such as librarianship, journalism, 
linguistic forensics, language teaching. It may also be relevant for jobs involving child development or areas 
of social work where an understanding of sociolinguistics would be a major asset. 
 
 
 


