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GEOGRAPHY (AQA)  

Subject specific entry requirements: Geography 6 

General Content 
The new specification has been written to encourage examination of a wide range of contemporary issues 
affecting people and the world.  It includes investigative field work, both in the local area and further afield – 
at present, the school visits the Slapton Ley field studies centre.  The course encourages the development 
of a wide range of skills useful in lifelong learning. 
Unit 1 

 Physical Geography:  Landscape systems 1 – Coastal landscapes, Earth’s life support systems 

 Human Geography: Human Interactions – Changing spaces; Making places, Power and Borders 
Unit 2 

 Geographical debates: Climate change 

 Skills Paper: interpretation of Ordnance Survey maps and other source date, assessment of 
fieldwork undertaken 

Unit 3 

 Physical Geography:  Landscape systems 2 – Earth’s life support systems 

 Human Geography: Human Interactions 2 – Power and Borders, Global Migration 
Unit 4 

 Geographical debates:  Disease dilemmas  

 Investigative Geography  

Methods of Assessment 
Physical Systems Paper 1 – 1hr30 (22%) 
Human Interactions Paper 2 – 1hr30 (22% 
Geographical Debate Paper 3 – 2hr30 (36%) 
Independent Investigation (20%) 

Skills 
Geographical skills are developed through fieldwork and the development of extended writing at A Level. 
These skills include data collection, statistical and graphical analysis of number, and justification and 
evaluation of issues and problems.  Report writing, oral presentations, role playing, value analysis, 
discussion and research skills are also developed throughout the course.  Considerable emphasis is also 
placed on developing ICT skills - particularly word processing, use of spread sheets data bases, 
PowerPoint and the Internet. 

Key Features of Study 
Field work is an integral part of this course.  Apart from local area there is a residential visit to South Wales 
where a range of issues are studied, data is collected, and skills developed for completion of the 
Environmental Investigation.   

Aptitudes required 
Geography is a versatile A-level and can be studied with both arts and science subjects.  The work comes 
easier to students who have laid a good foundation at GCSE level.  

Work-load and types of work 
The most successful students are those who enjoy independent research and problem solving.  It is also 
important to be well organised.  Essay and report writing are important assessment tools. 
 

Career connections 
A Level Geography has helped students gain places as teachers, air traffic control officers, photographers, 
surveyors, police officers, architects, cartographers - or the skills developed have been useful for those who 
gain employment in banking, insurance, the tourist industry and local government. 
 
  


