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GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS (EDEXCEL)  

Subject specific entry requirements: English Lang. 6 or History B 

General Content 
 
A Level: British Politics: 
 
Paper 1-   

 UK politics and Core Political Ideas. You will examine Political Parties, Pressure Groups, Political 
Participation and Elections. In addition, you will focus on socialism, liberalism, and conservatism 

Paper 2-  

 Governing the UK and Options of Political Ideas.   The focus in this unit is on the working of 
Parliament, Power of the Prime Minister, The Constitution and Civil Liberties. In addition, you will focus 
on one other ideology, for example anarchism   

Paper 3 
Comparative politics 

 Politics of the USA (Political Parties, Pressure Groups, Racial and Ethnic Politics and Elections) 

 Government in the USA (Congress, Presidency, The Constitution and the Supreme Court) 

Methods of assessment 

 You will complete 3 exam papers each being 2 hours in duration.   

Skills  
To be successful in these module examinations, students will need to; 

 display knowledge of the political systems studied 

 analyse political information and arguments, identifying similarities and differences  

 communicate their understanding in a clear way, making use of evidence and appropriate political 
terms 

 

This is also a subject which lends itself to debate and controversy.  Students who are prepared to test their 
ideas in class discussion are far more likely to develop the analytical skills needed for success.   

Key Features of Study 
Politics is a subject which requires very up to date knowledge – indeed, any text book is inevitably out of 
date before it is published.  Therefore, students of politics must be prepared to supplement their knowledge 
with material from newspapers, journals, television and the Internet.  This is one of few subjects where 
watching TV and reading a quality newspaper is a key element of study!  This subject links very well with 
the study of A Level History. 

Aptitudes required 
Students need to be prepared to assimilate information from a range of sources, and to use evidence to 
support arguments and observations. 

Work-load and types of work 
Routine work includes keeping up to date with current events and their implications.  Assignments are 
usually set on a fortnightly basis, with students developing their subject knowledge and analytical skills 
through essay writing. 

Career connections 
Politics is a good ‘general’ A Level – it shows you are interested in current events and are analytical in 
thought.  It suits many careers, including law and journalism. 
  


