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HISTORY (OCR)  

Subject specific entry requirements: History B 

General Content 
The students will follow two themes 
simultaneously. In Year 12 they will study Italy 
from 1896 to 1943, focusing on the rise and 
eventual fall of the Fascist regime, and Britain 
1930-1997 with a particular focus on Winston 
Churchill’s career. Then from Easter of Year 12 
and through Year 13 they will follow a 
coursework unit which can then focus on any 
topic the student chooses, subject to staff 
guidance, and an examination unit on the 
Changing Nature of Warfare from 1792 to 1945 
with a particular focus on the French Wars of 
Revolution, the US Civil War and the Western 
Front 1914-1918.  

Skills 
The skills which will be required and which will be examined will be the same in both years, though more 
rigorously tested in Year 13.  The source evaluation techniques acquired at GCSE will be developed, as will 

the understanding of cause and effect, 
and the nature of change.  
Comprehension of books and articles, 
fluent expression in writing, and the ability 
to argue effectively using evidence to 
prove points are vital.  The study skills for 
these points are integral to the course. 

Methods of Assessment 
The assessment system at A level will 
consist of three examinations plus a piece 
of coursework resulting from a personal 
study. 

Key Features of Study 
The History Department has its own suite of rooms, one of which is a specifically Sixth Form Centre with a 
seminar area for teaching, a History Library and Reference Library, facilities for private study exclusive to 
Historians.  Students will be taught by a variety of teachers specialising in specific areas of the subject, and 
will have additional classes in historical methodology and approaches. 

Aptitudes required 
Historians must be willing and able to read books, magazines and 
articles, and to write clearly and logically.  Classes involve 
discussion, debate and questioning in a seminar-style approach, 
as the exchange and explanation of ideas is important to 
developing historical awareness. Historians should also possess 
a love of learning for its own sake.   
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Work-load and types of 
work 
Apart from taking notes in class and by 
themselves, students will need to write 
structured essays and source 
exercises, but also to read, both as 
directed by the teacher, and on their 
own initiative, for background 
knowledge and as an extension 
experience.   

Career Connections 
 

Historians have to read, examine 
evidence, evaluate sources, understand different viewpoints and reach firm but objective conclusions 
based on solid evidence.  Apart from careers obviously specific to History, these attributes are valuable for 
management, the Civil Service, law, accountancy, or any profession where it is necessary to sift and 
analyse facts, weigh up their significance and develop arguments.  It can be studied at university on its own 
or in combination with a number of subjects, is valuable background for degrees in Politics, Economics and 
English, and is ideal preparation for a degree and career in Law. 
 

 
  


