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MODERN LANGUAGES - FRENCH, GERMAN and SPANISH (AQA) 
 

Subject specific entry requirements: Grade B at GCSE level in the language 

General Content: 
For all languages the examination is linear which means that the students will sit the examination at the end 
of the course. In short, the core content consists of social issues and trends in French/German/Spanish 
speaking society; political and artistic culture and life in the French/German/Spanish speaking world; 
grammar; a film and a literary text. You will also carry out an individual research project for the major part of 
his speaking examination. In all languages, you will need to develop your vocabulary quite rapidly from GCSE, 
especially so that you can deal with more abstract concepts.  In terms of grammar, you must ensure that 
there are no weaknesses in GCSE knowledge, and you will also be introduced to a range of more advanced 
constructions. 

Methods of Assessment 

A Level 

 Unit 1: 2 hours 30 minutes – Listening, Reading, Writing. 

 Unit 2: 2 hours- Writing on one text and one film. ( 2 essays) 

 Unit 3: 21-23 minutes- Speaking, including 5-6 minutes role play preparation. 
 
Skills 
You will be expected to read and listen to steadily more demanding material with an appreciation of textual 
detail and of gist comprehension, and speak and write on a wide range of topics with a sense of accuracy 
and considerable range of expression. 

Aptitudes required 
A readiness to explore and use the potential of language, to show sensitivity towards expression, to have an 
appetite for extending vocabulary, to take an interest in contemporary issues (especially in the target 
language countries and Europe in general) and to read and listen to languages for pleasure as well as for the 
course itself. 

Key Features of Study 
You will gain individual experience of French/German/Spanish texts and films as well as intensive vocabulary 
acquisition; awareness of sentence structures and the confidence to use them as one’s own. In year 13 you 
will have the opportunity of visiting the target language country. A session each week with the language 
assistants is arranged for all students. We expect students to read newspapers and magazines, use the 
internet and watch TV programmes in the foreign language independently. 

Work-load and types of work 
Either an essay (250-280 words) or 20-25 grammatical sentences per week; 40-50 elements of vocabulary; 
frequently, new grammatical structures which will be tested most weeks; frequent listening homeworks, 
weekly translations from and into the target language.  ICT resources are available in all languages. In 
lessons: learning methods include DVD/video use, language laboratory, textual 
analysis/comprehension/discussion, ICT programs. 

Career connections 
Very useful for journalism, business (marketing + language) or + science (engineering + language), for 
(international) law, economics, etc.  Essential for Modern Languages (including languages from scratch.  – 
French and Spanish lead to other ‘Romance’ languages such as Italian and Portuguese; German to Dutch 
and the Scandinavian languages).  Both lead to the various branches of Linguistics (Sociolinguistics, 
Psycholinguistics, etc.). A language is a useful skill in itself and links, either directly or indirectly, to almost 
any career and job in the modern world. 
 
 


