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PSYCHOLOGY    (AQA) 

Subject specific entry requirements: Biology B or Science (double) BB & 
English Lang. 6 

General content at Year 1  
There are two units covering the following topics:  

 

 Memory - How memory works i.e. why we remember and why we forget 

 Attachment - Importance of early relationships and their influence on adult behaviour. 
 Approaches - Theories in psychology 

 Psychopathology - Causes and treatment of mental disorders 

 Social - Looks at why people obey/conform to others and the Ethical implications of psychological 
research 

 Research Methods - Designing investigations including some statistical interpretation 

General content at Year 2 
Involves a more in-depth analysis of some of the above topics.  Psychological theories are studied within a 
more specific/everyday context. The following topics are covered: 

 

 Biopsychology - Stress response and other biological processes 

 Relationships - How they are formed, maintained and breakdown 

 Stress 

 Aggression 

 Issues and Debates 

Skills 
Students will be required to analyse scientifically the human mind and behaviour.  They will be required to 
show evidence of an understanding of various explanations and research. An appreciation of the scientific 
method and very good written skills are key to success. Because of the level and type of work involved in the 
‘Stress and Biopsychology’ modules, students must have a Grade B in GCSE Biology.  There is also an 
emphasis on extended/essay writing, therefore a grade B in English GCSE is required. 

Methods of assessment 
 

 Three exam papers each of 2 hours duration. No course work. 
 

Discussion and written work are central to the course.  In all areas, the content will emphasise applied 
psychology - materials will have a clear emphasis on real-life, contemporary issues. 

Aptitudes required 
An interest in people - their behaviour and thinking processes - and an ability to apply intelligent speculation 
and rigorous analysis to issues raised in these areas. 

Work-load and types of work 
Students will be required to complete work in both lesson and private study time, as well as conduct personal 
research and wider reading.   

Career connections 
The study of psychology contributes towards a good basis for a wide variety of careers, in areas such as 
business, advertising, human resources, education, etc.  It will, in essence, be of use to all those who wish 
to pursue any career which involves dealing with people. 


