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RELIGIOUS STUDIES / PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION (OCR)  
 
 

Subject specific entry requirements: Religious Studies B 

General Content 

A-Level   
Students study three different components before choosing two to take in the summer examinations at the 
end of the second year. 
  
 Philosophy of Religion: 
 

 Ancient Greek influences on philosophy of religion 
 Judaeo-Christian influences on philosophy of religion 
 Traditional arguments for the existence of God 
 Challenges to religious belief 
 Religious language 
 Experience and religion 
 Nature of God 
 Life and death 
 Miracles 

 
  
 Ethics: 
 

 Normative ethical theories (Including Natural Law, Deontology & Utilitarianism)         
 Applied ethics topics    

 

 Meta-Ethics 
 Free will and determinism 
 Conscience 
 Virtue ethics 

 
  
 Buddhism: 

 
 Origins of Buddhism 
 Core concepts 
 Key teachings, attitudes and practices 
 The importance of scriptures 
 Religious practice 
 Later Buddhist developments 
 Ethics 
 Buddhism in society & the West 
 Buddhism and gender 

 

Skills 
Throughout the course you will be expected to acquire knowledge and understanding of the key issues 
studied which includes the contributions of significant people, a study of religious language and terminology 
and you will be expected to develop skills in verbal and written communication.  The skill of evaluation will 
become increasingly important as the course develops. 

Methods of Assessment 
All units are assessed by examination 
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Key Features of Study 
Philosophy (literally a love of wisdom) underpins almost all we do – not just how we think, but also how we 
live our lives.  It examines the ideas behind how we see things, where ideas come from, and how they are 
developed.  The course looks at the basic philosophies which underpin religion in the western world and this 
is juxtaposed with Buddhism.  There is room for discussion and argument but extra reading will be required 
in all of the modules.  The course is rigorous and intellectually challenging, but also stimulating and very 
interesting.  One important aspect will be developing research skills for essay writing. 

Aptitudes required 
Students should enjoy tackling difficult philosophical problems and be able to approach problems from more 
than one direction. They must enjoy reading around subjects and writing essays.  They should also be ‘open’ 
to learning about new concepts rooted in both the Western and Eastern traditions. 

Work-load and types of work 
Initially one essay will be set each fortnight but gradually timed essays will be introduced.  Time, other than 
curriculum time, will be required for reading and writing up notes made during lessons. 

Career connections 
The skills developed in Religious Studies could be particularly useful for careers in law, education, 
journalism, politics or administration. 
 
 
 
 


