HEADTEACHER’S BULLETIN
2nd October 2020
Dear Parents and Carers,
Another busy and productive week in school has drawn to a close and so I thought it would
be good to update you and remind you of some things that have happened or that are
coming up soon.
Break time
As we are well into the swing of the term now and as students become accustomed to the
procedures we have in place, from next week we are able to safely accommodate another
year group each day at morning break as follows:
Monday
7
9
11

Tuesday
8
10
9

Wednesday
9
11
10

Thursday
10
7
8

Friday
11
8
7

Please ensure that on days when a year group is not able to access the canteen at break
time that they come to school with a suitable snack. We will continue to review this situation
and will add another year group if we are able to in the future. Please note that the sixth form
have access to food every break time in the Ashley Thorne building.
Autumn weather
As we move swiftly into the autumn, the weather has begun to take a turn for the worse and
is getting colder. However, for health and safety reasons we are also ensuring that windows
and doors are open throughout the school to maximise ventilation in the classrooms and so
we are very conscious that students may begin to feel cold in lessons. Please remember
that students may wear a school jumper or they may wish to wear their plain PE T-shirt
under their shirts. As the winter develops we will continue to monitor the situation and
review as necessary.
Bike racks
With a large number of students cycling into school I would like to remind you about security
and safety. There have been thefts reported in the local area so please remind your son to
lock up his bike securely at the designated bike racks. As the winter draws ever closer,
please can I also remind you about visibility on the roads and ask that students wear high
visibility stickers/clothing/helmets when they are cycling to and from school.

Mini-whiteboards
Mrs Etheridge wrote to you earlier this week regarding the offer for you to purchase miniwhiteboard packs. Each set consists of 1 A4 whiteboard, one board pen and one mini
board eraser. The sets are available to buy for £3, payable via your ParentPay account.
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The Moodle App
As you are aware, the school uses the Moodle Learning Platform as a tool for setting and
handing in homework and also a repository for course materials. When students are absent
from school, this should be their first port of call when looking for any work that they have
missed. Students are able to log into Moodle from any computer, laptop or mobile device –
using their school log on details.
The Moodle app is another way in which students can access this information. The app is
available for both Apple and Android operating systems and can be found in the App Store
on such devices. With the Moodle app, they can learn wherever they are and whenever
they want. The app has the following features which make it easy for students to keep on
top of their work.
•
•
•
•

•
•

Easily access to course content - browse the content of courses, even when offline
Connect with course participants - quickly find and contact other people on courses
Keep up to date - receive instant notifications of messages and other events, such as
assignment submissions
Submit assignments - upload images, audio, videos and other files from mobile
devices
Track progress - view grades, check completion progress in courses and browse
learning plans
Complete activities anywhere, anytime - attempt quizzes, post in forums etc

Although it is not compulsory for students to download the app, it is another way in which
students, who are often familiar with apps, to engage with their studies.
Year 7 Immunisations
A reminder that the Year 7 flu immunisations offered by the NHS are taking place on
Thursday 8 October. We request that parents complete the online consent form that was
sent home on 21 September. The deadline to complete these forms is Monday 5 October at
5pm.
You can now complete the online process using the following URL link:
https://links.inhealthcare.co.uk/dorset-child-fluimms. You will be required to enter the unique
code for the school, which is shown on the original letter.
Any parents not completing the online consent form by the deadline will be offered the
chance for their child to attend a catch-up clinic at a local community venue instead. If you
are unable to complete the form online you can contact the NHS school nursing team on
01425 891162.
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SIMS Parent
We are pleased to see a very high uptake by parents in using the SIMS Parent app, so I am
just writing to remind you that this is available to you if you have not already signed up. The
system allows schools to use an instant messaging service in order to communicate urgent
information to parents. In the event of us needing to contact you regarding any urgent matters,
including COVID-19 related matters, we plan to use this instant messaging service in addition
to email. This will allow us to ensure you receive such information quickly. If you have already
signed up, please ensure that all the details that we hold are up-to-date.
School Photos
For students who had school photographs taken at the start of the year, he will hopefully
have brought home a ‘proof’ this week. Just a reminder that the deadline for ordering is 16
October as detailed in the letter from Miss Notley this week.
With best wishes

Amanda Smith
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